
          Air Force History for the Month of January

World War II & Early Cold War 
· Jan 1, 1929: The C-2A Question Mark ended a record-setting 150+ hour flight over California, demonstrating aerial refueling with modified C-1 tankers, a crucial development for future air power.
· Jan 27, 1943: The U.S. Eighth Air Force began its daylight bombing campaign over Germany with a raid on Wilhelmshaven.
· Jan 14, 1943: The Casablanca Conference solidified the combined day/night bombing strategy between U.S. and British forces.
· Jan 23, 1947: The first telemetry from a V-2 rocket in flight was transmitted to a ground station, advancing missile guidance.
· Jan 20, 1949: The XB-61 Matador tactical missile successfully test-fired at Holloman AFB.
· Jan 25, 1949: The USAF adopted its iconic blue winter uniform, separating it from Army attire. 
Vietnam & Space Age
· Jan 2, 1967: Colonel Robin Olds led Operation Bolo, a successful mission luring and downing North Vietnamese MiGs.
· Jan 1, 1965: The 4200th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing (later the 9th SRW) was activated at Beale AFB to fly the SR-71 Blackbird.
· Jan 22, 1968: Apollo 5 launched, testing the Lunar Module (LM-1) in Earth orbit, paving the way for moon landings. 
Other Notable January Events
· Jan 12, 1910: Louis Paulhan set a world solo altitude record of 4,165 feet in Los Angeles.
· Jan 15, 1950: General of the Air Force H.H. Arnold passed away.
· Jan 16, 1957: Operation Power Flite began, the first nonstop jet-powered round-the-world flight by B-52s.
· Jan 31, 1958: The Army launched Explorer I, the first U.S. satellite, discovering the Van Allen radiation belts. 

